City of Waseca

Sign Code Summary

Revised December 2001

General Provisions
1.  Sign Permit required for new signs.  File application with City Zoning Administrator.

2.  Non-Conforming Signs may continue as long as they’re not rebuilt, altered, or relocated.  New signs must comply with sign code.

3.  Abandoned Signs no longer pertaining to activity or business conducted on a premise must be removed.

4.  Appeals to sign code provisions may be made through variance application.  Variance applications are available through the City Zoning Administrator.  

5.  Sign Construction must comply with The Uniform Sign Code volume of the Uniform Building Code.  Freestanding signs require a building permit and plans submitted must include footing detail.

6.  Interference with Traffic Visibility is prohibited.

7.  Nuisance Characteristics, such as obscene material or emission of visible matter, odor, or sound, are prohibited.

Signage Standards – Business & Industrial Areas
1.Freestanding Monument Style (Low-Profile Sign).

Base Material: 


Durable, stone, masonry, or wood material

Maximum Height


10 Feet

Maximum Area


100 Square Feet

Minimum Setback

3 feet from lot lines in CDB  and Neighbor Business Districts

Landscaping:
The area around the base of the sign must be landscaped with appropriate greenery.

2.  Awnings.


A sign that is painted on, printed on or attached to an awning.

Maximum Projection Over Public Sidewalk:
50% of the distance between the building line and the curb line in the Central Business.  


In all other areas, no canopy projection over public right-of-way shall be permitted.  

Minimum Clearance Above Grade:  8 feet

Maximum Length:

Length of Building

Maximum Area for Signs Affixed
1 sq. ft. per linear foot of business frontage. 

to Marquee or Awning Fascia

(Non-suspending)

2. Free Standing Pylon Signs  (Only Allowed in B-2 and 1-2 District).

Maximum Sign Area and Height:

Lot Area



Max. Height


Pylon Sign Max. Sign Area
Less than 6,000 ft.2   

20 ft. 



50ft 2  



6,000-12,000 ft.


24 ft.



80 ft.

12,000-24,000 ft. 


28ft. 



120 ft.

24,000-48,000 ft. 


32 ft.



160 ft.

More than 48,000 

36 ft. 



180 ft. 


   

Maximum Number of Signs per Lot – One (1) per every 300 feet of lot frontage.

Minimum Setbacks:   Pylon structure shall be situated within lot line boundaries.  

3.  Building Face Signs – Maximum Area
· 2 ft2 per linear foot of business frontage.  1 ft2 per side street frontage, corner building.

                      1 ft2 per rear footage viewable by pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

4.  Suspended Signs
· 1 ft2 for each sign; one (1) sign per business.

5.  Projecting Signs
· Minimum Height Above Grade - 8 feet.  10 feet for a corner building if within 25 feet of corner.

· Maximum Height Above Grade:  16 feet.

· Maximum Size:  9 ft2

Maximum Projection:  4 feet.

· Maximum Number per Building (for all Building tenants):  One.

6.  Incidental Signs
· Up to 2 incidental signs allowed, such as price posting or credit card signs.  Maximum area per sign = 5 ft2
7.  Incidental Signs-Service Station Pumps
· One permanently affixed sign, not exceeding 2 ft2, allowed for each gas station pump.

8.  Directional Signs
· One per driveway.  
     Maximum area per sign – 12 ft2.       Maximum height per sign – 12 feet.

9.  Special Informational Signs
· One per building (for all building tenants) permitted, displaying a one-word generic message, such as “Open,” “Gifts,” “Sale,” etc., without displaying the business name.  Display is limited to the hours the business(es) is (are) open.

· Maximum Sign Area, Level 1: 4 ft2 if used in combination with a permanent projecting sign.

· Maximum Sign Area, Level 2: 9 ft2 if used alone.

10. Combination of Signs
· Various types of signs may be used on the same premise, but their total area cannot exceed 2 ft2 per linear foot of lot frontage + 1 ft2 per linear side lot footage + 1 ft2 per linear rear lot footage if viewable by pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

11. Billboard
· Maximum area – 350 ft2.     Maximum height – 25 feet.        Maximum setback – 45 feet from highway.

· Minimum spacing – 600 feet between signs; 600 feet between sign and residential use.

12. Signs by Conditional Use Permit
· Wall Graphic, billboard, kiosk, marques, and canopies signs.

13. Signs by Temporary (30-Day) Use Permit
· Portable signs, special banners and temporary signs not qualifying as special informational signs, for grand openings, sales, or other special events.
14. Prohibited Signs
· Abandoned sign; animated sign; flashing sign; rotating sign.

Signage Standards – Residential Areas
1.  Wall Identification Sign – Maximum Areas
· 2 ft2 for single-family to 4-plex buildings; 8 ft2 for buildings of 5 or more units.

· 1 ft2 per linear foot of building frontage for churches and schools.

2.  Free-Standing Signs – Maximum Areas
· Maximum Areas:
16 ft2 for identification of multi-family buildings, schools, and churches.




64 ft2 for identification at residential subdivisions and other development project sites.

· Maximum Height:
5 feet for multi-family buildings, schools, and churches.




12 feet for residential subdivisions and other development sites.

· Minimum Setback:
5 feet from property lines.

· Maximum Number of Signs:
One per building for single-family to 4-plex wall identification signs.





One per 150 feet of lot frontage for multi-family buildings, schools, churches.





One per 500 feet of lot frontage for residential subdivisions, other development sites.

